
THE CONCRETE HOUSE
Maribyrnong, Australia

This house is an exercise in experimentation with just two 
materials; concrete and glass. Driven by a desire to both 
simplify and refine construction processes and material 
quality the dwelling pursues its potential with rigor and intent. 
The three storey dwelling embraces the opportunity of its site 
turning itself ‘upside down’ with the bedrooms and service 
spaces on the lower floors rising to a spectacular open living 
space under the retractable glass ‘roof’ with panoramic views 
and a glass fronted rooftop pool. 

The application of commercial building systems defines 
the conception of this house and pushes the ability of its 
panelised insulated concrete walls to provide a thermally 
consistent space of great clarity. The relentless focus on 
material has revealed a collection of spaces that shift and 
change throughout the day due to carefully orchestrated and 
accidental movement of light that activates and warms the 
firmness of the concrete walls. The details are reductive and 
parsimonious and it is from this simplicity that the patina of 
the concrete surface emerges. The soaring staircase and dark 
theatre space demonstrate perfect contrast in the 
manipulation of material within a clean rectilinear form. 
The floor, walls and ceilings containing the brutal materials 
that have been transformed through a labour of love.

For the past five years, Shazana Adnan has been working for fellow RMIT alumni, Feras Raffoul, the 
director of FGR Architects. Throughout this time, not only has she developed  her skills as an architect,  
she has also branched out her interests in other disciplines; interior, landscape design, furniture 
design, lighting design, construction technology and also fashion. Shazana has worked on various types 
of residential and commercial projects ranging from low-rise to high-rise buildings.  Recently, The 
Concrete House has been shortlisted in a national house award competition. This house has also won 
three awards from SPASA Victoria for its swimming pool design. She is now a registered architect in 
Victoria, Australia and currently working on a residential project for a high-profile client in Melbourne.     
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